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of their salary fram denominational sources, with the local 
church contributing part of their salary. Approximately twenty­
two percent of the pastors serving Spanish-speaking congrega­
tions among the non-Pentecostal churches were Anglos, compared 
to seventy-eight percent who were of Hispanic heritage. Virtual­
ly all of the Pentecostal ministers were of Hispanic heritage. 

Whereas the typical Anglo reaction is to consider the smal! 
Hispanic congregation a serious handicap within the denomination's 
overall ministry, there is evidence to support the fact that the 
"small congregation" meets an important n eed within the Hispanic 
population--the need fer "small cOII1JIlunity" relationships, espe­
cially as a functiona1 substitute for the extended family. Ini­
tial1y, for new converts, the "famí.Ly of be.l íevers" in the local 
Hispanic church became a substitute extended family where they 
were loved, accepted, and cared for, But as the Mexican American 
population became more stable, the local congregation did in fact 
become a real extended family, as church members intermarried and 
formed an isolated social group within the local Catholic-oriented 
Hispanic cOlIDD.unity. Also the conversion pattern of lIweb move­
ments" along kinship lines was strongly in evidence in some chur­
ches and denominations. 

A combination of these factors caused many Hispanic congrega­
tions to have a strong familistic quality, as illustrated by 
Crebler's COlllment that " a t one time most of the Spanish-speaking 
(Baptist] churches were formed by large famíly units; one church 
in California had only seven families represented in its congre­
gation of ninety-two members ll (1970:495). The Pentecostals, in 
particular, are noted for having a distinctive familistic quality: 
uthe atmosphere is one of total acceptance: personal and fami1y 
problems are made public for congregational help through prayer; 
embraces between pew neighbors at the close of a service enhance 
the sense of a warrn and all-encompassing community" (1970:505). 

EvangeLism, Converei.on, and DiscipLeship 

Much of the recent growth among Hispanic churches in Los 
Angeles County, in terms of new members and new congregations, 
can be attributed to successful evangelistic efforts by nominally 
to radically introverted churches among the Hispanic population. 
Most growing Baptist churches probably fall into the category of 
being "nomí.na.Ll.y' introverted, whereas most Pentecostal churches 
tend to be IImode r a t e l y" Or " r adicallyU introverted. 

The Context of Evangelism. In order for introverted churches 
to make new converts or increase their membership by attracting 
nominal or inactive members from other churches, there must be a 
certain level of contact and interaction with the general cornmun­
ity outside of their particular religious subsociety. However, 
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for many introverted churches, this increased contact with "the 
world" is only a temporary expedient for the sake of accomplish­
ing their missíon of IIwinning souls" fmm the world. Contact 
with the unconverted community is only tolerable for members of 
introverted religious subsocieties to permit them to earn a liv­
ing, to shop, to attend school, to participate in certain restric­
ted recreational ac t Lví t í es , and to evangelize "the Los t;"; 

Many introverted Hispanic churches, while consciously avoiding 
al.j, activities that could be labeled as "social gospeL'", seek to 
develop an effective evangelistic outreach within their local com­
munities. IISoul-winningll activities may include house-church 
ministries, sending teams of laymen door-to-door to witness for 
Christ and to distribute religious literature, or sponsoring evan­
gelistic rallies in the local church, in a public meeting place, 
or sometimes in a large tent erected in a vacant loto Some Con­
servative churches, mainly Pentecostals, maintain a continuous 
evangelistic format, with servíces almost every night of the week 
geared to "wfrm'ing the Los t", For special "reví.vaí.s" or e van-' 
gelistic crusades, an evangelist is usually brought in from out­
sirle the local area. These efforts are geared to lead the uncon­
verted out of "the world" to Cad, which is often subconsciously 
interpreted to mean leading them out of "sinful vices and pleas­
ures" into a building-centered church program--into fellowship 
and identification with their particular religious subsociety. 

The internal dynamics o f "s t rcng" religious subsocieties mean 
that their members are highly motivated to communicate their 
special IImessagell, which may be a unique interpretation of the 
Second Coming of Christ (Jehovah's Witnesses), a belief in a 
special extra-biblical revelation (Mormonism), or a particular 
doctrine or experience such as the "baptism of the Roly Spirit ll 

(Pentecostalism). MOst non-Pentecostal Protestant groups differ 
from one another in their definitions of " or thodoxy", their fonos 
of baptism, their organizational structures, and their concepts 
of Christian ethics and behavior. Pentecostal groups are also 
dividerl on these issues, but their main differences are related 
to the gifts and ministry of the Holy Spirit--how these gifts are 
manifested, how they are to be used, etc.--particularly concern­
ing the gifts of IIs pe a ki ng in tongues ll and divine healing. While 
the majority o f these groups claim to preach "the Cospel of Christ", 
their interpretation of what constitutes tlthe Gospel", how people 
are converted, and how new converts should live as disciples of 
Christ is closely tied to their unique ideology and life-style-­
to their particular religious subsociety. 

Undexe tandinq Bib l.ioaí: Conuerei-on, Since the process of "corr­
version" and the expected resui ts of convers í on are socially as 
well as theologically defined by a religious subsociety (cf. 
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Moberg 1962:421 ff.), ~e need to ask the question, what is 
lfbiblical convers í.on'' and how does it take place? Theoí.oqi.oal-ig , 
bíblical conversían is a turning to God in repentence and faith 
in response to the illuminating and convicting power of the Holy 
Spirit as one encounters the risen Christ through the presence, 
witness, and service of Rís Body in the world, the Church of 
Jesus Christ. PsychologicalZy, bíblical conversian is a reorien­
tatian of the human personality around the perseo of God. Where 
roan once lived out his life in open rebellion against Cad and in 
a state of alienatían against his neighbors, he now responda to 
the lave and merey of Cad in creaturely obedience. He begins to 
learn what it means to lave God with his whole heart, mind, saul, 
and strength and to love his neighbor as himself (cf. World 
Counci1 of Churches 1968:36-37; Moberg 1962:421-440). 

The new Christian, therefore, begins to creatively ~xplore a 
whole new series of relationships with God, with the carnmunity 
of believers, with his family and friends, and with those co­
members of his society in general that are outside of Christ. 
Because each man is a "man-Lc-aocdety'", his new relationships are 
both shaped and distorted by his cultural milieu and his socio­
econonrí.c status (h s lI e t h c l as s l1). Therefore, he must cont.dnuoua-'í 

ly be open and responsive to the Holy Spirit's guidance and illum­
ination in working out what he conceí.vee to be "the will of Ood'". 
The new Christian, with constant reference to the revelation of 
God in the scriptures and God's saving acts in history, must 
develop a culturally relevant Christian ethic as a critique upon 
his relationships with his family, his neighbors and friends, and 
with the structures of society in which he finds himself enmeshed. 

The community of believers, in each culture and subcu.Lt.ure., 
must determine for themselves what is the will of God in their 
unique situation, but they must also see themselves in historical 
perspective--in the perspective of the scriptures and of church 
history--and learn from the mistakes of the pasto Jesus never 
intended for His Church to merely be an introverted religious 
subsuci.e ty , but rather it was meant to be "a community for others" 
sent into the world as He was to reconcile men to God and to each 
other (cf. John 17). 

The roZe of the Advocate. Since the process of proclaiming 
and authenticating the Gospel of Christ is intended to lead the 
receptors of the message to a crisis encounter with Jesus Christ, 
it is important to examine the role of the advocate in the deci­
sion-making process_ What problems are involved in being an 
advocate of the Gospel--as an Anglo American seeking to persuade 
Latins to become responsible disciples of Jesus Christ, as a 
Latin seeking to win other Latins? To what are the receptors of 
the message of Christ converted? Are they converted to the 
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religious "ideology" of the advocate who has shared his faith, 
to the message and life-style of a particular local church or 
denomination7 Are they converted to a distorted understanding 
of the Gospe1? 

As much as we would like to believe that new "dí.s c i.pjas" are 
only converted to Jesus Christ, it is obvious that many people 
have been converted, often unconsciously, to a distorted reli­
gious ideology, te a narrow denominational perspective and tra­
dition, to a particular form of church government, or to a char­
ismatic religious leader other than Jesus Christ. üften a 
Christian's loyalty and commitment is to a religious subsociety, 
and to its ideology and subculture, rather than to Jesus Christ 
and the Universal Body of Christ (cf. World Council of Churches 
1968 :44-47). 

The role of the advocate can be misdirected by .personal and 
subcultural bias, doctrinal distortion, biblical ignorance or 
misguided ~eal, as well as by dishonesty, greed, pride~ or im­
morality, in specific cases. Consequently, sorne of the charges 
of "p'rose Ly t í.sm'", directed against specific individuals or 
groups for using unethical means of persuasion, are valid criti­
cisms. The charge oi proselytism has often been made against any 
evangelistic attempt to persuade members of a non-Chrístian reli­
gion to became a Christian, or by some Christian denominations 
as a charge against other denominations or local churches who 
attempt to "s t eaL their aheep", The term "proselytism", as 
usually defined, means: Il t he making of a convert, especially to 
some religious sect, or to some opinion, system, or party" (Línd­
sell1966:225). However, the term, in its broader usage, has a 
positive connotation also. 

Throughout the New Testament, Jesus' disciples proclaimed the 
"good news" about Him and persuaded men to commit themselves to 
Him as their Lord and Savior, while al so becoming part of a local 
community of believers who were seeking te know and do the will 
of Cod , The necessity of a decie i on concerning Jesus Christ as 
one hears the message of reconciliation is ob1igatory by the in­
herent nature of the Spirit-directed message (IIHe wi1l convict 
the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment)" John 16:8-11). 
The use of unbiblical and unethica1 methods of persuadíng peop1e 
to change their re1igious convictions by psychological manipula­
tion or by physical, material, or social coercion is condemned, 
however. Because the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 
validates His claim to be the onZy Lord and Savior of mankind, 
the Christian Chureh muet: eeek tio persuade al.l: men, by every 
Leqi: timate metihod, to pereonal.lq encounbe» Christ by fai th , 

The practice of proselytism, when defined as "denominationa1 
aggrandi~ement", must be rejected by all branches of the 
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Christian Church. But the message oí God's reconciliation in 
Christ must be communicated to all men, so that all may have the 
option Di encountering Christ in the historical presento 

Genuine IJiscipLeship and Authentic EvangeLism. Converted men 
must commit their lives to Jesus Christ, never to a church or 
denomination which proclaims an exclusivistic relígious ideology. 
To be a genuine lIChristian" is to be a disciple Di Jesus Christ 
and uniquely related to the universal Body Di Christ; to be a 
disciple oí Christ is to demonstrate to one's local community 
that Jesus ís "alive and well ll 

, and that al1egiance to Him makes 
an emphatic difference in the quality Dí onels life for the com­
mon good of a11 men, especially in terms Di increased moral 
righteousness and social justice (cf. Lindse11 1966:111-122). 

Commitment ta JeSU6 Christ requíres a revolutionary quality 
of life. The nature of the obedience that Jesus requires oí 
His followers is a cal! ta lI r adi ca l discipleshipll. The Christian 
ís callee}. t o be an "et.ernal. r evoLut i onary'", who shares the mes­
sage of a living Christ with those around him in the hope and 
expectancy that they too will be reconeiled ta God and ta their 
neighbors, will commit their lives ta Him alone, will faithfully 
do all that He commanded, and thus become responsible members oí 
His Body, the Church Universal (cf. Gish 1970:79-142). 

"Authentic" evangelism, then, is the "reconciled community" 
bearing witness by ward and deed, through the power oí the Holy 
Spirit, that Jesus Christ is the on1y Lord and Savíor oí mankind; 
it is the "peopLe of God" communicating by a credib Le witness as 
"saLt;" and "Lí.ght" in the world that God has manifested His love 
for all men in Jesus Christ, who sacrificially reconciled men to 
God and to their neighbors through His death and resurrection, 
and that He calls all men to be His faithful disciples and re­
sponsible members of His Church. 

It is the credibility of the Church's witness to Jesus Christ 
in this present alienated world that is on trial. While the 
quality of the Church's life-sty1e in the wor1d often strong1y 
negates its message, a1ienated men are stil1 seeking to estab1ish 
the credibi1ity of Jesus and demand of His fo11owers: "Shoc me 
that you are redeemed and then 1 wi11 be1ieve in your Redeemer! 11 

(quoted in Voe1ke1 1971:140). 

It is encouraging that a growing number of l1 nomi na11y" intro­
verted Hispanic congregations are becoming notab1y 1ess "sea1ed­
off ll from their communities as they attempt to fo11ow the ex­
ample of Jesus and give themselves in loving service to their 
neighbors in "autrhentLc" evangelism and social action, rather 
than expending their creative energies exc1usively in lIs ou1 win­
rrí.ng" activities. A growing number of Hispanic pastors and 
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1aymen are beginning to serious1y ask themse1ves important ques­

t Lons about their church' s ministry: How can we genuinely demon­

strate to our community the truth of the Christian message that
 
we proclaim? How can we give credible testimony today to the
 
life and ministry of Jesus--who proclaimed the "good news" of
 
the Kingdom of God, taught the ethics and behavior required of
 
those entering the Kingdom, and heal.ed those who were "oppressed"
 
as evidence of His sovereign authority and His loving compassion?
 
What kind of life-sty1e does our church need today in arder to
 
demonatrate to our community that Jesus is indeed the Lord and
 
Savior of the wor1d?
 

The openness to ask these kinds of questions usua11y resu1ts 
from an increasing awareness that getting a person to make "a 
decision for Christ" is not the end but the beginning of the 
procesa of discip1eship (cf. Co1eman 1963, The Master' PLan of 
Evangelism). No doubt a troubled pastor's growing concern for 
the kind of discip1es (cf. Ke11ey 1972:104) that he is making 
has led him to ask serious questions about his overall ministry, 
especia11y when the majority of his time is spent "oi1ing" the 
organizational machinery in his local church or trying to keep 
al1 the church 1eaders on speaking terms with one another, rather 
than in discip1ing men to Christ and in ministering to those with 
serious prob1ems. 

Through the process of serious biblical and socio1ogica1 study 
and reflection, a concerned pastor can gain greater insight into 
the prob1ems of "the introverted church" and can then confront 
one of the central problems of Christian ministry: how to dis­
cip1e men to Jesus Christ rather than to a distorted re1igious 
subcu1ture. This process of study and ref1ection wil1 hopefully 
lead an increasing number of concerned pastors to weep with com­
passion over the needs of their "Jerusalem" as did Jesus, whi1e 
at the same time seeking to develop a balanced strategy of 
" authentic" evangelism (discipling men to Jesus Christ) and 1iber­
ating social action (changing unjust social structures as we11 as 
ministering to those suffering the effects of social injustice). 
This dual-strategy is a 1egitimate response to Jesus' command, 
not only to 1I1ove Godll who1ehearted1y and to seek to bring others 
to know and lave Him, but a1so to "Leve your neighbor as yourself" 
by caring for our neighbor as a "who.Le" person--physica1ly, psy­
cho1ogica11y, and socia11y as we1l as "s piritually" (cf. Luk.e 10: 
25-37, NEB). 

EvangeLism and Chur'ch Gr'owth. Returning to the socio1ogica1 
dimension, evangelistic actiyity, an indication of the commitment, 
discipline, and missionary zea1 of members of a particular reli ­
gious subsociety, usually results in the conversion of outsiders 
and the successful incorporation of some of the new converts into 
the "feLl.owshí.p o f believers", thus increasing the "s ocial strength' 
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of that subsociety. Evangelism, however, as traditionally un­
derstood (i.e., proclaiming the Gospel of Christ for the purpose 
of making "df.sc Lp.Les")", may haue a variet;y af neeul-te depending 
on the advocate's concept of the Gospel J his abilíty to communi­
cate the "message" (verbally and non-verbally--not on Ly by "words" 
but also by actions and life-style), the predispositíon of his 
hearers towards the message "receíved" (the meaning of the message 
as interpreted by the recepcors) , and the historical "moment" (t.h e 
context) in which the communicative event takes place (cf. Tippett 
1967:3-8). 

The appeal of a s peci.f i.c "message" as understood by a specific 
individual in a specific historical context is conditíoned by 
numerous factors, as we have already seen. However, íf a local 
congregatíon or associatíon of churches are experiencing signífi­
cant membership growth, it means that some important aspects of 
their message and life-style are relevant for those who are beiog 
attracted to their particular religious subsociety (González 1969: 
115-124). According to Justo Gonza1ez, in The Devetopment of 
Christianity in the Latin Oaribbean ; 

•.. relevance without growth is nonsense, both practi­
cally and theologically. Theologically, because the 
New Testament clearly shaws that God's plans include 
the formation of a body of believers who give witness 
to him, but who al so gather together to "break the 
bread," and to whom God adds "those who are to be 
saved." Any interpretation of the miss ion of the 
Church that has no room for this aspect of it im­
plies a twisted understanding of the gospel itself. 
Practically, the claim to relevance without growth 
is nonsense because it is difficult to see how a 
body can be relevant to its situation and still not 
attract others who wish to join it, or at least hear 
its message (1969:116). 

On the other hand, many nongrowing Híspanic churches are in a 
state of demoralization J of general stress and distortion, as 
they wrestle with problems concerning the credibilíty and rele­
vance of their religious organizations. For same, the present 
struggles will lead to revitalization and renewal ("mazewayll 
reorientation), to increasing relevance and a meeting of felt­
needs J while for others J the present demoralization is but a pre­
lude to increasing disintegration, decline, and eventual death. 
Gonzalez' observation concerning the problem of relevance among 
mainline ("historical") Protestant churches in the Caribbean area 
is equally true of the situation among some of the Protestant 
churches in the Los Angeles area: 
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It is difficult to see how organizations so involved 
in institutional matters can be very relevant in a 
world that is so rapidly changing. Indeed, a large 
number of young peop1e, driven to despair by their 
churches' irrelevance, have left them, often to join 
polítical parties of the radical left or simply to 
pursue their lives in a manner they take to be more 
relevant to the real problems of their people. Others 
are working within the Church seeking to lead it to 
take action on the crucial issues of our times. These, 
however, have often been led to bitter struggles with 
other church leaders, and the result has been an at­
mosphere of misunderstanding and mistrust that pre­
vents the Church from growing, being relevant, or 
showing the nature of reconciliation. This divisive 
spirit has been heightened by the false alternative 
between church growth and relevance, so that in many 
instances whole churches are being polarized between 
groups that argue for one or the other. The tragedy 
oí this situation is even greater if one takes into 
consideration that, once again, it turns the atten­
tion oí the Church inwards, so that the question of 
growth and relevance often becomes a matter to be 
solved by inner ecc1esiastical politics, and those 
who are concerned for church growth as well as those 
who are concerned for re1evance find very little time 
or energy to devote to one or the other(Gonzalez 1969:122). 

ANALYSIS OF HISPANIC PROTESTANT LEADERSHIP 

The key to the future relevance of the Hispanic Protestant 
Church in metropolitan Los Angeles is the quality of her leaders 
and their commitment--both pastors and laymen, and through them 
the rank-and-file membership of each local church, in Spanish­
speaking, bilingual, and English-speaking congregations--to 
" authentic" evangelism and liberating social action emong the 
growing Hispanic American population. Introverted churches and 
ill~prepared leadership will continue to hinder the Hispanic 
Church from being a relevant voice and prophetic witness to the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ in the rapidly changing barrios of Los 
Angeles County, where the Hispanic minority is awakening from 
its oppressed condition and achieving greater participation and 
mobility within the "f ragment.ed metropolis" that Ls America' s 
third largest city. The role of Hispanic Protestant leaders as 
agents of directed change, within their religious subsocieties 
and within their local communities, must be seen in the context 
of the historical patterns of Hispanic leadership training, the 
crisis in Hispanic leadership that emerged in the 1950s and that 
continues to the present, the status of Hispanic leadership in 
Los Angeles County today, and emerging new forms of Hispanic 
leadership training. 
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Patt.erne of Hispanic Leaderehi.p Training 

The first Hispanic pastors and evangelists in Southern Cali ­
fornia often were men with a high level of natural ability. 
They were chosen as leaders because of their gifts for ministry, 
and they were general1y wel1-1iked and respected by their con­
gregations. Many had little formal education, but their gifts 
and devotion to llthe work of the ministryll resulted in permanent 
accomplishments in terms of changed lives, organized congrega­
tions of believers, and the general progress of Hispanic minis­
try within their respective denominations. 

The patterns of leadership tralnlng among the various Hispanic 
denominations have varied widely, but the majar difference be­
tween groups has been the strong emphasis among mainline denomin­
ations for formal ministerial training, as opposed to the infor­
mal or "on-cthe-ej ob " training that has characterized Pentecostal 
denominations and sorne of the smaller non-Pentecostal groups. 
This difference in emphasis was less true during the early stages 
of Hispanic church development, however. 

Prior to 1920, the leadership pattern among the Northern Bap­

tists was for new Spanish-speaking pastors to be trained by ob­

serving and duplicating the forms of worship, church administra­

tion, and pastoral ministry that they found in Anglo churchesw
 
This pattern of informal training is explained by Quinoñes:
 

In the early days much of the [pastoral] training carne 
through personal study and that which they could re­
ceive through the services in the Anglo churchw The 
mission services were held on Sunday afternoon in 
Spanish. In the rnorning the Spanish-speaking pastor 
would attend the English-speaking church and from the 
English-speaking pastor he would receive the lesson 
for the Sunday School and would then stay for the wor­
ship service to listen to the sermono The Sunday 
School gave him his teaching preparation and the ser­
mon his theology. On Wednesday, he would attend 
Prayer Service in the English-speaking church and on 
Thursday he would assume the responsibility in his 
own church. This gave him training in administration 
and showed him the way to lead services (1966:22-23). 

Evidently, the Methodists h ad a similar practical t r-aLní.ng' 
program for Hispanic ministers, but with stronger tutelage by 
Anglo pastors and specific courses of instruction for each level 
of ministry. Under the supervision of an Anglo pastor, Methodist 
Spanish-speaking pastoral candidates progressed from being a 
licensed "local preacher", to ordination as a "deacon ll 

, and even­
tually to full pastoral ordination as an "eLder" (El Mexicano 
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1917, Vol. 5, No. 4:4-5). The Presbyterians had a similar pro­
gram of leadership training during this early period of Hispanic 
church development. 

The flood of Mexican irnmigrants that poured into Southern 
California between 1910 and 1920 also produced a rapid increase 
in the membership of existing Spanish-speaking Protestant chur­
ches and missions, and led to the planting of many new congrega­
tions among the growing Mexican population. Concern for the 
pastoral needs of these growing churches led to the establish­
ment of formal programs of leadership training by the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and the Northern Baptists during the early 1920s. 

Two pastoral training programs were launched by the Methodists 
in Los Angeles County during 1920. The first one was the Bible 
Training Department at the Spanish American Institute in Gardena, 
initiated in January, and the other one was the Plaza Christian 
Training School at the Plaza Mexican Methodist Church in Los 
Angeles, which began in October. The training at Gardena was a 
residence program for the formal education of ministerial candi­
dates who also served student pastorates on the weekends, where­
as the Plaza Christian Training School was a part-time program 
of in-service training for pastors who were already serving on 
local circuits (El Mexicano Vol. IX, No. 1:5,12; Journal of the 
Latin American Mission 1922:19). 

The Northern Baptists established the Spanish American Bap­
tist Seminary in 1921, originally at El Salvador Baptist Church 
and Christian Center in Boyle Heights; and later, in 1930, it 
was housed in its own buildings farther east, on Indiana Avenue, 
in the Belvedere-Marvilla Park area. This seminary, as well as 
the Methodist training programa, accepted ministerial candidates 
with little or no formal education, gave them preparatory work, 
and assisted them through two to five years of formal minister­
ial training in theology, Christian education, and pastoral 
studies. These programa were geared to give prospective minis­
ters, or those already serving in pastoral appointments, as much 
training as possible in the time available, and to send them 
forth to meet the leadership needs of rapidly growing numbers of 
Spanish-speaking churches and missions (cf. Leavenworth and Froyd 
1954:5-9). 

Despite these efforts to provide trained leadership for Spanish­
speaking churches among the mainline denominations, the educational 
level of Hispanic pastors in the 1940s was still quite law. Greb­
ler reports that a survey of 300 Baptist ministers in the South­
west during the late 1940s showed only twenty-five percent ·vho 
had received high school, college, or seminary training,1I while 
thirty percent "had received no education at all" (1970:495). 
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Leavenworth and Froyd's survey of the educational background 
of students entering the Spanish American Seminary between 1921 
and 1952 revealed the following: thirty-three percent had ele­
mentary schooling but did not finish~ another twenty-four per­
cent were high sehoal graduates, seven percent were graduates of 
Bible schools, and twelve percent had sorne college training 
(1954:8 and Tab1e IV). !hus, at 1east fifty-seven percent of 
a11 entering students had less than a high sehoal education. 

Of 252 students admitted to the seminary between 1921 and 1952, 
fifty-eight percent (146) withdrew or were dropped, whi1e the 
majority of those who stayed (67 students out of 106) went on to 
complete the four-year diploma programo However, out of the ori­
ginal 252 students, only twenty-six percent (66) ente red the pas­
torate, while another ten percent (26) entered other kinds or 
religious work; forty-four percent (110) were employed in secular 
occupations (1954:8). 

Looking at the other side of the picture, Leavenworth and 
Froyd reported that, out of seventy-seven Hispanic American Bap­
tist pastgrs surveyed in the U.S., eleven (14%) only had Bible 
institute training, eighteen (23.4%) had received their training 
in seminaries other than the Spanish American Baptist Seminary, 
and forty-four (57%) were trained at the Los Angeles seminary. 
Evidently, about five percent of the pastors had received no for­
mal ministerial training (1954:Tab1e XII). 

In respect to other denominations prior to the 1960s, the 
majority of Hispanic ministers of the Methodist Church were 
trained at the Bible institute level, either at the Spanish Ameri­
can Institute in Gardena, California or at the Lydia Patterson In­
stitute in El Paso, Texas. Among the Pentecostals, the Assemblies 
of God established two Latin American Bible Instltutes during 
1926, one in San Antonio, Texas and the other in San Diego, Cali­
fornia. The latter institute was later moved to La Mesa (1935), 
then to Los Angeles (1941), and fina11y to La Puente (1950), in 
eastern Los Angeles County. 

Between 1926 and 1968, 180 students were graduated from the 
Latin American Bible Institute, with the majority of the gradu­
ates serving as pastors or other church workers--church officials, 
Sunday school teachers or department heads, Bible school workers, 
etc. Miranda conducted a survey of forty-seven graduates of the 
institute and found that fifteen (32%) were presently serving as 
pastors, three (6.4%) were assistant pastors, two (4.3%) were 
wives of pastors, and eight (17%) were "nrí.sa i.onarLea'"; the other 
nineteen (40.4%) were 1ay workers in the churches (1969:21,29; 
Latin American Bib1e Institute 1970:9). 

~e Hispanio Dimension in Protestant Churoh Development 

Prior to 1970, the only other training institutions in Cali­
fornia for the preparation of Spanish-speaking ministers and 
Christian workers were: (1) the Apostolic Bible Training School 
of the Aposto1ic Assemb1y. estab1ished in 1949 at Hayward; (2) 
the Cladic Seminary of the Latin American Council of Christian 
Churches, founded in 1954 and located on Whittier Blvd. in East 
Los Angeles; and (3) the Evangelical Bible Institute in La Puente, 
established about 1960. The latter institute is an independent 
and interdenominational school affiliated with the Independent 
Fundamental Churches of America; it provides training for young 
people primarily from Mexico for evangelistic ministry in Mexico, 
with few workers being trained for Christian ministry in local 
Spanish-speaking churches, either as laymen or as pastors. Each 
institution requires a high school diploma for admission and 
offers a three-year ministerial course, as well as shorter 
courses for lay workers. 

Since the Apostolic Bible Training School and the Cladic Semi­
nary were the only pastoral training institutions of their re­
spective denominations, it probably means that only a few of 
their ministers even have a Bible institute level education. 
However, the majority of laymen in Spanish-speaking churches 
probably have not finished high school, although a small number 
of lay leaders have completed special one or two-year courses in 
their respective Bible institutes. 

The Pentecostal pattern of leadership recruitment and training 
appears to have some practical advantages over that of the main­
line denominations which stress higher education for Hispanic 
ministers, although the requirements for ordination and service 
in most non-Pentecostal churches have been lower, until more re­
cent times, for Hispanic pastors than for Anglos. For one thing, 
most of the Pentecostal congregations are composed of lower-class 
Mexican Americans who have little education, low paying jobs, and 
a slow rate of upward social mobility and acculturation. Candi­
dates for the Pentecostal ministry are usually chosen because of 
their proven abilities and spiritual gifts, and not on the basis 
of completing a prescribed course of ministerial education that 
includes college and seminary. Many young pastoral candidates 
never complete their "formal" training in one of the Pentecostal 
Bible ~nstitutes or Bible colleges because they are called to 
pastor a church or to start a new mission during their course of 
study, and "s erving the Lord" takes priority over formal prepara­
tion. 

The strong familistic quality of Pentecostal congregations and 
the high level of co~tment of church members, coupled with a 
heavy emphasis on tithing, means that the Pentecostal pastor is 
the spiritual leader of a church "family" that gives sacrifi­
cially to meet the financial needs of their pastor, the local 



q/~ 1'til!; sst.: (j1 CJUb JJ1M1!,'NSl UN IN HISPANIC LOS ANGELES 

church, and the evangelization of their neighbors. However, 
about fifty percent of the Pentecostal ministers supplement 
their church salaries by working in secular employment on a 
part-time or full-tíme basis, depending on what their family 
needs are. While this limits their time for pastoral ministry, 
it also brings them closer to the laymen of their congregations 
because they share common work situations and common experiences 
of sharing theír faith in the laymen's world. This keeps many 
Pentecostal pastors from becomíng a special ministerial "c.Lase" 
that is cut off from the common problema of their lay members, 
while they still receíve the special "status" of being lla chosen 
servant of the Lord." 

For most Pentecostal churches. there have been no Anglo church 
bodíes from which to obtaín salary supplements or loans for 
church development, although many Pentecostal groups are obvi­
ously growing in membershíp and new churches without outside 
funds. The mother-daughter relatíonship between older congrega­
tions and younger churches and missíons means that resources of 
personnel, funds, and materials are shared to stimulate the 
growth and development of newer congregatíons. The rising income 
level of some Pentecostal churches has also helped to stimulate 
growth by making ~ore resources available for church development, 
including many new church buildings. 

This, of course, is not to suggest that one pattern of leader­
ship traíning is "be t t er" than anot.her , but rather to póint out 
that the leadership patterns of various Hispanic churches are 
"dd.f fer-ent;" based on socioeconomic and acculturatíon variables, 
and on the status and role models of different denominations. 
It should be noted that significant differences also exíst be­
tween Pentecostal groups in terms of the educational level of 
their ministers, wíth the Assemblies of God and Foursquare minis­
ters showing a higher level of academic trainíng. These two 
groups are among the few Hispanic Pentecostal denominations that 
have formal ties to Anglo deno~natíonal structures, and no doubt 
that Anglo influence has raised the academic aspirations of theír 
Spanish-speaking pastors. 

The ci-ie-ie in Hiepand.c Leadereh/ip 

Beginning in the 1950s and continuing to the present, a seri­
ous crisis has existed in Hispanic church leadership, which has 
revealed itself in two important dimensions: first, many His-. 
panic pastors are poorly trained academically; and secondly, many 
Hispanic churches are not recruitíng and training enough new pas­
tors for their exísting churches~ For example, among the American 
Baptists in the mid-l950s, many pastors were discouraged by their 
poor church salaries, the necessity of having to work part-time 
or full-time in secular employment to provide for theír families, 
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and the unlikely prospect of being called to pastor one Df the 
larger, more "r-ewardí.ng " (financially, as well as spiri tually 
and socially) congregations of their denomination. 

In response to the ques t i.on , "wby are the Spanish-speaking 
churches in this country failing to produce for the ministry?1I 
Leavenworth and Froyd found that, among American Baptists, 

.•. the mDst frequently rnentiDned deterrents tD the 
rninistry were the bleak salary prospects and the at­
titudes of the present ministry. As to prospects for 
irnprovement of the salary situation, the rninisters 
feel trapped. Where their relations to the denomina­
tion do not prevent it, the almost universal practice 
is to get jobs on the side. The "bee t;" churches are 
he Id by rnen who are IIhanging on" to them. This situ­
ation is comrnon conversation among adults and can't 
be prevented frorn filtering down to young people. 
Observing how rninisters and their families had to 
live, young people repeatedly said they wanted none 
of Lt.. 

Perhaps even more serious than the econornic deterrent 
is the negative attitude of the ministers themselves. 
A ceiling seerns to have settled oVer the outlook of 
rnany. They have los t heart about reproducing their 
kind. Many actually seek to dampen the appearance of 
any enthusiasrn about the rninistry ••.. This problern 
of rnorale among rninisters about their work was 
found tD be acute and widespread (1954:27-2al. 

This general state of demoralization, not only among American 
Baptist Hispanic pastors but also among most mainline Protestant 
denominations, has been due to: (1) the iso1ation of their 
small, struggling congregatiens frem Anglo American society in 
general, and specifically frem the Anglo Protestant churches of 
their respective deneminations; and (2) the 1eadership drain that 
has continued to rob Spanish-speaking churches of members who are 
achieving more education and acculturation, improving their eco­
nomic status, moving ioto better houses and neighborhoods, and 
joining Anglo churches. The increasing acculturation differences 
between Spanish-speaking parents qnd their Eng1ish-speaking child­
ren create severe intergenerationa1 conf1icts and often lead to 
an exodus of the more accu1turated members frem the Spanish­
speaking churches. Greb1er quotes a Baptist spokesman as saying: 

Transfer from a Spanish-speaking congregation to an 
English-speaking congregation means they are lost in 
a sense to our Spanish ministry and church. And these 
are the people we need because they are the leadership 
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material •..• Qne of our main problems i5 the recruit­
ment and training of able personnel for our pastorate .... 
Most of them are born in Mexico or another country in 
Latin Arnerica. Very few native-born Americans have 
become ministers in our Spanish-speaking churches 
(1970 :497) • 

The continuing problem of pastoral recruitment 15 verified by 
the author's survey of thirty Hispanic American Baptist pastors 
in Los Angeles County in 1971, which showed the fol1owing differ­
ences in nationality: Argentina,2 (6.7%); Costa Rica, 1 (3.3%); 
Cuba, 9 (30%); Guatemala, 1 (3.3%); Mexico, 12 (40%); Mexican­
American, 4 (13.3%); and Puerto Rico, 1 (3.3%). Obvious1y, the 
recruitment and training of Mexican American ministers for pre­
dominantly Mexican American, Spanish-speaking congregations in 
the Los Angeles area has been a serious problem, at least for 
the American Baptists, and no doubt for other groups as well. 

The Status of Hispanic Leaderetvip in 1970 

A broader picture of the status of Hispanic American leader­
ship, based on responses to questionnaires sent by the author, in 
July 1970, to 188 Spanish-speaking churches in Los Angeles County, 
reveals the following information on the age, nationality, educa­
tion, and pastoral training and experience of twenty-seven His­
panic American pastors who were distributed among seventeen de­
nominations (the size of the sample was 14.4%): the average age 
of the pastors was 42.6 years (median age was 44.5 years); their 
place of birth was the United States (44%), Mexico (26%), and 
other Latin American countries (33%); the level of education 
showed that twenty-two percent had not completed high school (or 
secundaria in Latin America), while seventy-four percent were 
high school graduates; thirty-three percent of the pastors were 
graduated from both a college and Bible institute (11%), or a 
co11ege and seminary (22%); the number of Bib1e institute gradu­
ates was thirty percent, college graduates fifty-six percent, and 
seminary graduates thirty-seven percent (possibility of multiple 
answers); the location of training received above the high echool 
level was Los Angeles and vicinity (33.3%), California--including 
Los Angeles and vicinity (40%), Texas (8%), other states (24%), 
Cuba and Argentina (8% each), and Mexico, Puerto Rico, and Brazil 
each with four percent; the average number of years in the pastor­
ate was 15.7 years, the average number of years as pastor of their 
present church was s~ven years, and the number of pastors who'had 
been in the same church for their entire pastoral experience was 
thirty-three percent. 

In terms of ministerial employment and salary sources J the 
following data was obtained from tne 1970 survey: sixty-two per­
cent were full-time pastors, twenty-two percent were part-time 

pastors who also worked part-time in secular employment, four 
percent were employed fuIl-time in secular work and served as 
part-time pastors, and eight percent were retired or otherwise 
self-supporting and pastored their church on a part-time basis 
without salary; fifty-nine percent of the pastors received no 
salary subsidies of any kind, while forty-one percent received 
part or all of their salary from denominational sources. 

The author's 1970 survey also revealed the following specific 
informatíon concerning Pentecostal ministers (size of sample was 
15%): the average age was forty-seven years (median age was 45.5 
years); the nativity status was the United States (58.3%), Mexico 
(25%), and Puerto Rico (16.6%), with no Cuban or other Latin 
American origin emerging in the sample; 33.3 percent had llot 
completed their high school education, whereas 66.6 percent were 
high Bchool graduates; 8.3 percent had no formal training for 
the ministry and another 8.3 percent had some B~ble institute 
training, although they had not graduated; half of the pastors 
were graduates of Bible institutes, with 16.7 percent having been 
graduated from both a Bible institute and a Bible college, while 
another 33.3 percent were onty Bible college graduates; fifty 
percent of the pastors were employed fu11-time by their churches 
and received 100 percent of their salary from the local church; 
twenty-five percent of the pastors worked part-time in secular 
employment while also receiving a sma11 salary from the local 
church , whereas 8.3 percent had part-time jobs in addition to 
their pastoral responsibilities and received salary subsidies 
from their denominations; and, in conclusion, 16.6 percent of 
the pastors were self-supporting, usually retired men who were 
living on Social Security, and donated part of their time to 
pastoral work without receiving a formal salary from the local 
church. 

Figure 58 compares Pentecostal ministerial data with that of 
al1 Hispanic pastors in the 1970 sample, in terms of age, nativi­
ty, education, type of employment and salary source. Whereas 
seventy percent of al1 Hispanic pantors were between the ages of 
30-49, only 57.4 percent of the Pentecostals were found in this 
age group; the number of pastors under forty years of age was 
twenty-five percent of the Pentecostals, compared to thirty-three 
percent of all ministers. Tbe Pentecostals had a higher percent­
age of Mexican American pastors than did non-Pentecostal groups, 
about the same percentage of Mexican-born pastors, and far fewer 
ministers from other Latin American countries. 

In respect to educational attainment and salary sources, fewer 
of the Pentecostal ministers were high school graduates, and none 
of the Pentecostals in the s ampLe had received the "s t.andard" 
seven years of preparation that many mainline Protestant denomina­
tions require. On the other hand, many Anglo pastors in English­
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HISPANIC MINISTERIAL SURVEY 
LOS ANGElES COUNTY 

1970 

Age of Ministers: 

~ 

% 
Pent. 

20-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60+ 
-

8.3 
16.7 
41. 7 
8.3 

25.0 

Median 
age: 

Average 
age: 

45.5 

47.0 

Ministerial Training: 

Pentecostal All 

33.3% 26.0% Less than High Schoo1 
66.7 74.0 Comp1eted High Schoo1 
50.0 29.6 Bible Institute graduate 
50.0 55.6 College graduate 
16.7 11.1 Bible Institute and College 

37.0 Seminary graduate 
22.2 College and Seminary 

16.7 11.1 No formal ministerial training 

Type Employment and Salary Source: 

Pentecostal All 

50.0% 38.0% Part-time church 
50.0 62.0 Full-time church 
8.3 41.0 Received denominational subsidy 

91. 7 59.0 No denominational subsidy 

Source:	 Responses from 27 Hispanic pastors in Los Angeles County, 
July-October 1970; 17 denominatíons represented (sample 
size was 14.4% based on 188 questionnaires sent out). 

The HiBpania Dimenaion in Protiee tant: Chu:roh Devel.opment: 

speaking Pentecostal denominations, or in many of the smaller 
non-Pentecostal groups, only have a Bib1e institute or Bib1e 
college-1evel education. Denominational salary subsidies were 
almost nonexistent among Hispanic Pentecostal ministers, but a 
higher percentage of the Pentecostals served their churches on 
a part-time basis and worked either part-time or full-time in 
secular employment. 

In terms of 1ay leadership training, the 1970 survey revealed 
that about fifty-five percent of the Hispanic churches either 
had leadership training courses in their local churches or par­
ticipated in denominational or interdenominationa1 leadership 
institutes, such as those that have been sponsored by the Greater 
Los Angeles Sunday Schoo1 Association. Of the eighteen Spanish­
speaking churches that reported 1ay leadership training during 
the period Ju1y 1969 to Ju1y 1970, an average of 8.3 persons per 
church received this training, or a total of 150 people. How­
ever, it was not known whether the language of instruction was 
Spanish or English, nor the quality· of the instruction received. 

New Forma o[ LeaderBhip Training 

Whether the Hispanic Church continues to maintain a "mentality 
of surv.íval", or whether she confronts the problems of the barrios 
and becomes a prophetic witness to the Lordship of Christ, will 
1argely be determined by the awareness, attitudes, and commitment 
of her 1eaders. The type of training that church leaders receive 
today and in the near future is of crucial importance in produc­
ing a new state of awareness, new attitudes, and new commitment 
to biblica1 priorities and to meeting the multitude of felt-needs 
among the Hispanic American population. The cha11enge for the 
Hispanic Church is to engage herse1f in " authentic" miss ion and 
service among those whose mother tongue is Spanish. 

Recent: Trende and Problema in Ministerial Training. From the 
late 1950s to the early 19705, a younger generation of Hispanic 
ministers within main1ine denominations, often aided by scho1ar­
shíp funds, have usua1ly been trained in a similar manner as have 
Anglo ministers; that is, they have completed four or more years 
of college or university training and three to five years of 
graduate-leve1 studíes in theological seminariesw The majority 
of their c1assroom instruction was given by Anglo professors and 
was often geared to the middle-class Anglo student. However, 
since the late 1960s, some of the younger ministers have taken 
courses in the growing number of Mexican American studies centers 
in Southern California. 

The younger Hispanic ministers have usual1y received their 
seminary training at one or more of the fol1owing institutions: 
Methodist pastors have normal1y attended either Perkins 
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as secretary, and C. Peter Wagner as advisor, a11 of whom are 
residents of Southern California. This organization lB affili­
ated with La Fpaternidad Teológica LatinoamePicana, and its pur­
pose i5 to stimulate theological studies and interaction among 
Hispanic Americans (Espinoza 1972). 

Secondly, in July 1972, the Latín American Bíblica! Seminary 
of San José, Costa Rica, following up on the success of its 
regional center and extension seminary program in New York Cíty 
(January-March 1972), sent Dr. George Gay to the Los Angeles 
area ta explore the possibilitíes of establishing a similar re­
gional center and extension programo Initia! reports from Dr. 
Gay indicated that there was wide-spread interest among Hispanic 
pastors far a program of interdenominational theological studies, 
and that the pastors were favorable to the idea because of the 
Latin American Biblical Seminary's "strongly evangelical" reputa­
tion and because of the seminary's past and present role in 
traíning pastors from a11 oVer Latin America (Gay 1973a:1-5). 

Thirdly, in October 1973, an "ad hoc committee on theological 
educationll for Hispanic Americans, under the chairmanship of 
H. o. Espinoza, was formed in Los Angeles following the visit of 
the Rev. Cecilio Arrastía of New York City. who has been commís­
sioned by the American Association of Theological Schools (AATS) 
to study the need for Hispanic theological education throughout 
the United States. This study has not yet been completed, but 
the ad hoc committee planned to have Ha formal and serious con­
sultation" on theological education for Hispanic pas tors and 
laymen of the greater Los Angeles area during February 1974 
(Gay 1973c:1). 

Finally, the possibility exists that Fuller Theological Semi­
nary in Pasadena may establish a program for Hispanic pastors, 
"within the next few years," similar to their present program 
for black pastors. The present program includes ayear of pre­
theological orientation in black studies befare students begin 
the regular theo1ogica1 program, which 1eads to the M.A. degree 
(Gay 1973b:1). 

Hopefully. some combination of the aforementioned programs for 
the recruitment and training of new Hispanic pastors, for the re­
orientation of Latin American ministers who have relocated in 
Southern California, and for the in-service training of local 
Hispanic pastors will soon be a reality. Denominational as ~ell 

as interdenominational programs are necessary if the leadership 
needs of the Hispanic Church are to be met, and if new Hispanic 
congregations are to be established in the Los Angeles area in 
proportion to the rapidly growing Hispanic population that nu~ 

bered 1.2 mi11ion in 1970. 

une lt'l-spcm:l-c mmens'l-on 'l-n YPo-ees-ecm:c cnurcn. ueve f-.opmen-e 4/:Jl 

GuideZines fop Futu1>e Leaderehip Troining Proqrame, Future 
programs of Hispanic leadership training must take into consider­
ation the diverse needs of the heterogeneous Hispanic American 
population in Los Angeles County, the need for various levels 
and types of leadership education, the diversity that exists 
among the various Hispanic Protestant congregations and their 
denominational families, and the changing religious environment 
in the barrios of Los Angeles because of the renewal taking 
place within the Roman Catholic Church since the Second Vatican 
Council, including the growing Catholic Charismatic Movement 
(cf , Ranaghan 1969, Cathal.i.c ChaPismatics). 

In terma of the levels and types of Hispanic leadership train­
ing, future programs should: (1) make provision for training 
both pastors and laymen at various educational levels--high 
school, Bible institute, junior college, college or university, 
and post-graduate; (2) train Christian 1eaders for bi1ingua1 and 
bicu1tura1 ministrtes--fluency must be deve10ped in both Spanish 
and Eng1ish; (3) traín Christian workers both for church-directed 
and community-directed ministries, including community organiza­
tion and development¡ and (4) train Christian workers for church­
related ministries. denominational and interdenominational, and 
for para-ecclesiastical and non-denominational ministries (e.g. 
student ministries, such as Young Life, Campus Life, Inter­
Varsity Christian Fellowship, Campus Crusade for Christ, etc.). 

The training of Christian workers for church-directed minis­
tries should receive top priority in future program development 
because the revitalization and renewal of local congregations 
hangs in the balance.* Included in this category of leadership 
training are many vital areas: (1) leaders for "small groups" 
within the local church (cf. Reid 1969, GPOups AliVe--Chupch 
Alive), inc1uding discip1eship groups (cf. Trueb100d 1961, The 
Company of the Committed; Co1eman 1963, The Naste» Plan of Evan­
geZism) and "body 1ife" ministries (cf. Stedman 1972, Body Life); 
(2) teachers. helpers. and advisors for the church's Christian 
education program--children, youth, and adults; and (3) advisors, 
teachers, and group leaders for a creative program of lay minis­
tries through the local church, which should include evangelism, 
church planting. and action groups for social involvement (cf. 
Hodges 1973; Gerber 1973; McGavran and Win 1973; and Sexton 1965). 

Past leadership training institutes and conferences for His­
panic pastors and laymen have only touched the surface ef the 

*Cemmunity-directed ministries must not be neglected; but at the 
same time, a proper base must be built fer social action minis­
tries as part of the revitalization process, especially in terms 
of "mazeway" reorientation and the incarnational dimension of 
church growth. 
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existing needs or of the possíbilities for creative leadership 
development. In May 1969, a Spanish Church Growth Seminar was 
held at Ful1er Theological Seminary in Pasadena, sponsored by 
the Institute of Church Growth at the Seminary, and with church 
leaders fram many Spanish-speaking groups participating. The 
following problems in Hispanic church life were discussed: the 
church loeatían, multiple nationalities, language differences, 
the generatian gap, leadership development, theological educa­
tían, the spirit of rebellion in our time, the social dimension, 
and the bicultural church, in addition to the principIes and 
dynamics of church growth itself. 

During a series of four Tuesday eveníngs between February 23. 
and March 16, 1971, an "Academia de Capacitación Teológica", 
sponsored by the Congress on Hispanic American Ministries (COHAM) 
of the National Council of Churches~ was held at Iglesia Bautista 
Park Vista in East Los Angeles. The prograro included a general 
conference session each evening and a series of five elective 
classes taughe by church leaders from mainline denominations on 
t.he following themes: "The Theology of Hope", "Chr Lstían Educa­
t í.on for 'I'oday'", "Urban Ministries ll 

, "Youth and the New Spiritu­
ality", " the Church and Social Problems", and "The Layman and 
His Church". 

Beginning in 1971, Campus Crusade for Christ lnternational. 
with headquarters in San Bernardino, California. began to develop 

ía "jtinor t íe s Lay Ministryll p rogram to train black and brown 
church leaders in the following areas: (1) how to live an abun­
dant Christian lite; (2) how to effectively share Jesus Christ 
with members of your family, friends and neighbors; (3) how to 
train other laymen in your church; and (4) how to evangelize 
each neighborhood in each community through the members of the 
local churches after they are trained. Lay Institutes for Evan­
gelism have been held at Arrowhead Spríngs and ín local Híspanic 
churches, both in English and in Spanísh, to mobilize Híspanic 
pastors and laymen in spontaneous and planned evangelism within 
their churches and neighborhoods. 

In November 1970, the Greater Los Angeles Sunday School Associ­
ation (GLASS) included Spanish-speakíng general conferences and 
workshops in its convention program. which was held at the First 
Baptist Church of Van Nuys. A small turn-out was reported at 
these special Spanish-speaking training sessions, although other 
Hispanic church leaders and teachers attended the regular English­
speaking meetings. Since the majority of the Sunday school clas­
ses for children and youth within the Hispanic churches of Los 
Angeles County are in English, with only the adult classes using 
Spanish, the problem of law attendance in the Spanish-speaking 
workshops is understandable. On the other hand, many Hispanic 
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churches have a hard time finding enaugh qualified bilingual or 
English-speaking teachers and counsellors for children's and 
yauth miniseries. 

Obviausly, more pre-study, discussion, planning, and promo­
tian are required if future Christian educatian workshops are 
ta speak ta the educational and leadership needs af Hispanic 
churches: (1) a thoraugh study is needed of Christian educatian 
prablems amang the churches of Las Angeles County, especially in 
terms of language and acculturatian levels among the churches 
(see Gaxiala's discussion of language and acculturation problems 
within the Aposto1ic Assemb1y, 1970:165-170); (2) the future 
large-scale training of Hispanic leadership will probably be 
more effective on a regional inseitute basis, where trainíng 
sessions are held one night each week for four to six weeks, 
rather than at the three-day annual GLASS convention because of 
transportation. cost. and time problems; (3) to really do the 
job, a bilíngual team of educational consultants and workshop 
leaders should be formed on an interdenominational basis to hold 
city-wide institutes for ten to twelve neighboring churches, 
either for a week-long series of evening sessions or for four 
or five consecutive Monday or Tuesday evenings, for example; 
and (4) the regional or area instítutes will be much easier to 
promote. should result in a higher percentage of participation 
from local churches, and ought to produce a significant change 
in the quality, enthusiasm, and effectiveness of Christian edu­
cation programs in local Hispanic churches. 

THE HISPANIC CIIURCH TOMORROW 

Since each Hispanic congregatian and their respective denomi­
nations or subsocieties exist in the tension between stability 
and change, disintegration and revitalization, the future rele­
vance and growth of these churches will depend upon the ability 
of church leaders--both pastors and laYmen--to make adaptive 
changes within their religious subsocieties to meet the changing 
felt-needs of their members, while keeping stress and distortion 
to a mínimum. Church leaders in subsocieties that are currently 
experiencing general stress and distortion must gaín a greater 
understandíng of the various "techní.quea'tw for reducing stress 

*Because there are a great many "stress producing" situations 
among Hispanic churches, only a few examples will be gíven here 
to illustrate "stress reducingll techniques: study and reflectíon 
groups to aid "mazeway" reorientatíon, open discussion sessions 
to "clear the air", organic restructuring to permit greater flexi­
bility and creative development of leadership models and roles, 
action groups working out problem-solvíng strategies for greater 
community involvement. etc. 
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and meeting felt-needs; they must aid the process of "eazevay" 
reformulatíon so that church members come to a new understanding 
of the priorities of scripture--the Lordship and Saviorhood of 
Jesus Christ; the nature and mission of the Church; the ministry 
and gifts oí the Holy Spirit; the role of pastoral leadership, 
of the laity J and of the LocaL "fellowship of be.li.evere" in the 
missionary plan of God--and to a new commítment to Jesus Christ, 
to fellow members of the Body of Christ, and to their local com­
munities as agents of reconciliatian and liberatian. 

The turning point in the lives of many discouraged church 
leaders has aften come with the awakening realizatían that the 
church is not an end in itself, that the church does not exist 
for itself, but that "the ohurcn exista for the iaor-Ld" (Come 
1964:19). Justo Gonza1ez expressed it this way: 

The object of Christian proclamation is not to pull 
people out of the society in which they have been 
placed by God, but rather to reconci1e them with God 
and their neighbors so that the wi11 of God may be 
done in that society (1969:115-116). 

The Church of Chríst, by her very nature as the eammunity af 
the reeanaiLed~ has been sent into the world by Christ as a 
reconei l-i.nq cammunity to "declare the wonderful deeds of Him who 
ca11ed [us ] out of darkness into His marve1lous Lf.ght" (1 Peter 
2:9), out of a1ienation into true fe1lowship with God and man, 
and to ca1l men out of that same darkriess and alienation into 
fe110wship with God and with their neighbors (cf. B1auw 1962:126­
136). The congregation-in-mission is a body of Jesus' discip1es 
who accep t their commission as "agents of reconciliation" and who 
go forth to risk theír 1ives, as did Jesus, in minístry to the 
wor1d, so that men may knaw and do the will of God. 

The Hispanic congregation, in particular, must be a congrega­
tion-in-mission within the barri.oe of Los Angeles County and the 
Southwest. Rather than continuing as a backward-looking, intro­
verted organism with a "ment.aLf t.y of sut-ví.va.l." and comnd.tted to 
cultural and religious conservatism (to the socio-religious status 
qua), the Hispanic congregation must deve10p a new self-image as 
a "reccncí.Líng community" and com.mit herse1f to "authent í.c" evan­
gelism and liberating social action. She must not remain isolated 
from and indifferent to the problems and frustrations of the bQ­
rrias, but rather she must risk her very life to demonstrate the 
reality of the message she proclaims: "Jesus Christ Ls Lord". 
The Hispanic Church must become a culturally relevant vehicle for 
carrying the freedom and power of the Lordship of Christ to the 
heterogeneous Hispanic population of the Southwest, that i5 now 
slowly emerging from a state of socioeconomic and polítical op­
pression in search of equal opportunity and self-determination. 

Appendix l. 

Hispanic Population Changes
 
in Los Angeles County: 1960-1970
 



J.; v}j u.L"t:: n. 

SSN POPULATlON 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY, 1960 

District and City* 

Central Los Angeles District 
Boy1e Heights 
Downtown
 
East Los Angeles
 
El Sereno
 
E1ysian Park
 
High1and Park
 
Hollywood
 
Lincoln Heights
 
Nt , Washington
 
Silver Lake
 
West1ake 
Wholesale
 
Wilshire
 

South-Central Dístríct 
Be11, Be11 Gardens 
Central
 
Compton, Willowbrook
 
East Compton
 
East Inglewood
 
Expos í t i on Park
 
Florence, Graham
 
Huntington Park, Maywood
 
Santa Barbara
 
So. Vermont, Greenmeadows
 
University
 
Watts 

Harbor Dis trict 
Dominguez 
East Torrance 
San Pedro 
Wilmington 

Long Beach District 
Artesia, Dairy Valley 
Hawaiian Gardens 
Paramount 
Terminal Island 
West Long Beach 

Southwest District 
Lawndale 
Leimert 
Redondo Beach 

*Partial listing based on cammunities with 
greater than 5.0% SSN popu1ation 

% SSN 

24.9 
66.8 
14.9 
67.1 
37.4 
32.5 

7.7 
5.1 

56.9 
34.5 
7.3 

14.9 
37.4 
5.4 

9.6 
7.8 

17 .0 
10.7 

9.7 
6.7 
8.5 

17 .8 
5.2 

10.0 
12.8 
27.7 
8.8 

9.5 
11.2 

7.7 
9.6 

29.3 

3.7 
17.7 
13.1 
9.1 

14.5 
6.1 

3.7 
9.0 
5.6 
5.8 

Number SSN 

201,340 
50,140 

3,870 
70,765 
11 ,025 

7,950 
2,595 
4,275 

17,865 
5,225 
1,800 

10,340 
5,990 
3,595 

79,010 
5,205 
3,610 
6,620 
5,365 
2,980 
4,890 

12,200 
2,830 
5,905 

11,150 
5,755 
6,355 

35,005 
6,630 
3,700 
3,290 

16,790 

18,960 
2,390 
2,075 
2,480 

1,840 

18,670 
~,OOO 

2,425 
2,825 

260 
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SPANISH SURNAME PUPIL ENROLLMENT 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICTSa 

District and City % SSN Number SSN 
1970 

West District 
South Santa Monica 

5.1 
9.2 

23,260 
4,410 District 

No. SSN 
enrollment 

1970 

Percent SSN 
enrollment 

1970 
Venice, Del Rey 
Wes t Los Angeles 

San Fernando Valley District 

12.0 
8.2 

6.1 

7,505 
3,430 

46,390 

2 
17 
18 

Alhambra City Elementary 
East Whittier City Elern. 
El Monte Elementary 

4,522b 

1.325 
3,463 

25.5
b 

12.6 
34.5 

Canoga Park 5.8 3,260 21 Garvey Elementary 3,590 53.4 
Mission H'i.Ll.s 
Pacoima 
Panorama City 
San Fernando 
Sunland 
Sun Va11ey 
Sy1mar 

8.9 
25.9 
5.2 

31.5 
5.2 
7.2 
8.6 

2,840 
10,235 

2,400 
5,070 
1,530 
2,460 
2,725 

35 
36 
37 
39 
43 
54 

57 
61 

Lawndale Elementary 
Lennox E1ementary 
Litt1e Lake City Elem. 
Los Nietos E1ementary 
Mountain View Elementary 
Rosemead Elementary 
Rowland E1ementary 
San Gabriel Elementary 
So. Whittier Elementary 

1,228 
720 

1.812 
1.884 
3,114 

648 
3,097b 

938 
1,305 

19.5 
24.2 
28.1 
69.6 
50.8 
24.0 
23.2b 

23.2 
29.6 

Verdugo Hills District 
Atwater, Glassel 

4.2 
13.3 

11,905 
4,795 

64 
68 

101 

Valle Lindo Elementary 
Whittier City E1ementary 
Alhambra H.S. District 

717 
2,356 
2,730 

57.8 
37.9 
28.9 

Foothill District 
Central Pasadena 
Monrovia 

2.9 
8.3 
5.1 

9,4'10 
2,600 
2,440 

109 

117 
U- 3 

El Monte Union R.S. 
La Puente Rígh School 
Whittier Uníon R.S. 
Burbank Unifíed 

2,464b2,813 
3,172 
1,512 

34.1 
23.0b 

21.9 
10.0 

San Gabriel Valley District 
Alhambra 
El Monte 
Monterey Park 

10.1 
5.8 

14.7 
13.1 

27,310 
3,180 
9,870 
4,695 

U- 7 
U- 8 
U- 9 
U-lO 
U-15 

G1enda1e Unified 
Long Beach Unified 
Lynwood Unified 
Montebello Unifíed 
Bonita Unified 

2,209 
4,243 
1,737 

13 ,600 
1,125 

8.8 
6.1 

20.1 
52.4 
14.8 

Rosemead 
San Gabriel 
So. San Gabriel 

7.6 
15.5 
15.0 

1,200 
3,490 
3,930 

U-l7 
U-18 
U-19 
U-2l 

Paramount Unifíed 
Pomona Unified 
Santa MOnica Unified 
Baldwin Park Unified 

1,946 
3,925 
1,750 
4,494 

19.2 
17.2 
12.3 
34.8 

East San Gabriel Valley District 
Azusa 
Ba1dwin Park 
Cavina Highlands 
Industry 

9.6 
17 .8 
12.4 
5.1 

12.7 

28,930 
6,040 
4,560 
1,480 
3,400 

U-24 
U-25 
U-2] 
U-29 
U-32 
U-34 

West Covina Unified 
Azusa Unified 
Duarte Unified 
Los Angeles Unified 
Pasadena Unified 
El Rancho Unified 

1,214 
3,381 

869 
141,450 

2,666 
9,602 

9.0 
26.4 
16.8 
22.0 
9.2 

66.8 
La Puente 

Río Hondo District 
La Mirada-Santa Fe Springs 
Montebe110 
Norwa1k 
Pico Rivera 

23.5 

12.6 
12.9 
22.6 
14.9 
29.7 

9,270 

55,225 
12,200 

7,255 
13,250 
14,600 

U-35 
U-37 
U-38 
U-39 
U-41 
U-42 

Bassett Unified 
Norwalk-La Mirada Unified 
ABC Unified 
Compton Unified 
Rowland Unified 
Hacienda-La Puente Unified 
Rudson Unified 
TOTAL: Los Angeles County 

3.749 
7,183 
3,934 
4,462e 

3.851 
8,579

b5,747 
279,521 

43.2 
22.8 
21.4 
11.4 
26.0 
28.4 
28.4b 

19.1 
Pomana District 

Claremont J La Verne 
Pomana 

9.2 
9.7 
9.0 

9,630 
2,700 
6,915 

Notes: 
aSe1ected districts based on per­

cent of SSN enro1lment or numeri­
cal increase in SSN enrol1ment 

b 1969 
~1966-1969 

1969-1970 

Los Angeles County total 9.6 576,700 
Source: Los Angeles County Board 

1966-1970 

of Education 1966-1971 

eDistrict Change 

Increase 
in no. SSN 
enrollment 

1966-1970 

257" 
287 

1,155 
987 
528d102 
160 

-183 
752 
183 
977" 
279 
422 
174 
759 
e d244
e d99
341 
952 
910 
933 

1,694 
290 
775 
599 
544 
955 
302 
237 
362 

3,240 
618

d116 
496 
533d 

659 
51Sa 

e 
e 
860"
 

60,638
 

Sources: Welfare Planning Council 1965: U.S. Census of 
Popu1ation (1960), Final Report pe (2)-lB, 1963 
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SURVEY OF SPANISH-SPEAKING OR BILINGUAL
 
CHURCHES. MISSIONS, AND DEPARTMENTS
 

Name of church	 _ 

Address'------(;;¡c;:;;;;;:)-------~~it:rJ--------('Zj'Pi,--
{s t r'e e t ) (eity) (zip) 

Church phone Denorninatiou'- _ 

Pastor' s name _ 

AddreSS-------r;;;:;:;;;;"',--------G¿"tY)---------CCtip¡--­
(s t reet.) (c i t y) (zip) 

HISTORY & ATTENDfu~CE 

l.	 What year was your church established?, _ 

Z.	 What year were Spanish services started1____ English services? 

________ ; Bilingual serv í.ces ? __ 

3.	 How many peopIe can your building seat for a worship service (maximum 
numbe r-) 1, _ 

4.	 What year was your present building constructed?__ ; OR, 

when did your church move to the present building? 

s.	 What was your average weekly attendance for the past year (July l. 
1969 through June 3D, 1970)1 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MORNING WORSHIP EVENING WORSHIP 

Sp an i.sh	 Sp an i.sh Spanish§ §	 §
Eng.Li.sh English English 

Büingual Bilingual Bilingual 

SPANISH-SPEAKING HEMBERSHIP (except**) 

l.	 What was your total membership as of July 1, 1970? 

**Total members § Total members gained '69- 170 O 
**Total Anglos By baptisrn O 

Total Spanish	 By transfer O 
Total dropped '69- 170 By profession of Faithc====J	 c====J 

2.	 Total number of farnily units (households) in your church? __ 

J.	 What are your qualifications for church mernbership? __ 

______________________________________-"('minimum age --' 

NATIVITY OF SPANISH-SPEAKING MEMBERS 

l.	 How many of your members were boro in U.S.A.
 
the United States? In Latin American
 

Mexicocountries? (please estima te) 

2.	 How many of your rnembers were converted 
to Protestant Christianity while in the 
United States? c====J 
In Latin countries? ~	 (country) (numb e r ) 



Page 2 - SURVEY OF SPANISH-SPEAKING OR BILINGUAL CHURCHES, MISSIONS, AND 
DEPAlITMENTS 

TRE PASTOR: SPANISH CHURCH. MISSION OR DEPARTMENT 

lo What is your age? 2. Where were you born? 

3.	 Row many years have you served as a pastor? 

4.	 What year did you become the pastor of this church? 

5.	 What pastoral training have you received? (name and place oE schoo1s 
attended and degrees received) 

6.	 What i5 the highest pub1ic schoo1 grade comp1eted? 

7.	 ls your church income your main means of support? 

8.	 Do you work part-time in secular work? 

9.	 Do you receive part of your sa1ary from your denomination or home 
missions department? 

SPANlSH LEADERSHIP TRAININC & CHURCH EXTENSlON 

lo	 Did your church have a teaeher or 1eadership training course during 
1969-1970?* What kind and how long? 

2.	 Do you plan to have such training during 1970-1971?* 

3.	 Row many peop1e comp1eted this training during '69-'701 

4.	 How many peop1e attended other 1eadership training courses in 1969-19701 

Where? 

5.	 Row many Sunday s choo.L teachers does your church ncw have1 

TOTAL TEACHERS: Grades lO, 11, 12 ~
 
Kindergarten thru grade 6 B Co11ege age (18-21)
 

Grades 7, 8. 9 Adu1t (over 21 yrs)
 

6.	 Has your church estab1ished any branch churches, Sunday sehools, or 
home Bible study groups? When, what ryp e , and bcw many? 

7.	 Do you plan to estab1ish one of these ministries during , 70-'711 What
 
kind. when, and where?
 

*NOTE: 1969-1970 or 1970-1971 refers to the period Ju1y 1-June 30 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN KNOWING !HE RESULTS OF THlS SURVEY? 

PLEASE COMPLETE	 the questionnaire within 10 days and return it in the 
enve10pe provided. 'Ihank you. 

Appendix 11I. 

Directorv of Hispanic Churches
 
In Los Angeles and Orange Counties,
 

1972
 



DIRECTORY OF SPANISH LANGUAGE 
PROTESTANT CHURCHES IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

CALIFORNIA 

ALHAMBRA 91802* 

Iglesia Bautista El 
Salvador (AB)
 

919 S. Garfie1d Ave.
 
576-0377
 

First Baptist Church (AB) 
Spanish Dept; , 
101 S. At1antic B1vd.
 
284-3207
 

AZUSA 91702 

El Buen Pastor (Pres)
 
611 N. Alameda Ave.
 

Ebenezer Assembly of God 
540 Azusa Ave. 

Iglesia Be1em (LACCC) 
244 S. Sa1dano Ave. 

BALDWIN PARK 91706 

First Baptist Church (SB)
 
Spanish Dep t ,
 
4620 N. Main Ave.
 
337-4722
 

Iglesia Del Redentor (IP)
 
3739 N. Monterey Ave.
 
962-4226
 

El Buen Pastor (LACeC)
 
5108 N. E1ton Ave.
 

BALDWIN PARK (Cont . ) 

Iglesia Foursquare 
13749 E. Monterey Sto 

BELL 95340 

First Baptist Church (SB) 
Spanísh Dept. 
4009 E. Gage Sto
 
582-5356
 

BURBANK 91501 

Asamblea Apostolica 
553 E. Santa Anita Ave. 

CANOGA PARK 91303 

Asamblea Apostolica 
6914 Eton Ave. 

Pan-American Foursquare 
7056 Mi11wood Ave. 

CARSON 90502 

Asamblea Apostolica 
1708 E. Carson Sto 

Carsan Spanísh S.D.A. 
21828 S. Dolores Ave. 

Ebenezer (AG) 
226 E. Dominguez Sto 
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COMMERCE 90022 

First Baptist Church (CBA)
 
5102 E. Kinsie Sto
 
Los Angeles 
268-9623 

COMPTON 

First Baptist Church (SB)
 
Spanish Dept.
 
1019 N. Harris Ave. 90220
 

Iglesia Betania (AG)
 
1942 E. El Segundo B1vd.
 
90222
 

Asamblea Apostolica 
2343 E. El Segundo B1vd.
 
90222
 

Primera Iglesia Cuadrangular 
de Wi110wbrook (FSQ)
 

12726 S. Mona B1vd. 90222
 

CULVER CITY 90230 

Asamblea Apostolica 
11724 W. Cu1ver B1vd. 

DOWNEY 90241 

Rio Hondo Baptist Church (SB) 
Spanish Dep t; , 
11543 S. Paramount B1vd.
 
869-3213
 

EL MONTE 

Primera Iglesia Bautista del 
'Sur (SB) 

3712 N. eypress Ave., 91731 
443-5755 

Templo Bethe1 (LACCC) 
3949 N. De Garmo Ave., 91731 

Iglesia de Dios qe la Profecía 
12348 Denholm Dr., 91731 

Asamblea Apostolica 
3924 Cobswe11 Rd., 91732 

El Tabernacu10 de Fe (AG)
 
2324 N. Durfee Ave., 91732
 
332-2938
 

GLENDALE 

First Southern Baptist Ch.
 
Spanish Dept.
 
725 N. Central, 91203 

G1enda1e Spanish S.D.A. Ch. 
c/o Broadway United Methodist 
901 E. Broadway, 91209 

HARBOR CITY 90710 

First Mexican Baptist (AE) 
1201 W. 255 Sto 

HAWTHORNE 90250 

Bethesda Presbyterian Ch. 
(Ca1vary Chape1-temp. location) 
12515 S. Acacia Ave. 

HUNTINGTON PARK 90255 

First Baptist Church 
Spanish Dept. (AB)
 
2662 E. C1arendon Sto
 
587-2265
 

Templo Bethesda (AG in
 
Chríst, Ine.)
 

7921 S. Pacific B1vd. 

Iglesia del Señor (AG)
 
c/o Huntington Park S.D.A. Ch.
 
6300 Stafford Sto
 

1RWINDALE 91706 

Asamblea Apostolica Cristiana, Inc4 
5135 N. Irwinda1e Ave. 

El Divino Salvador (Pres) 
5120 N. Irwinda1e Ave. 

LA PUENTE 

Iglesia Evange1ica (Ind Bapt)
 
14864 E. Va11ey B1vd., 91747,
 
336-9022
 

Mísión Cristiana (LACee) 
13852 E. Va11ey B1vd., 91746 

LA PUF~TE (Cont.) 

El Buen Samaritano (AG) 
330 Santa Mariana St., 91746 
330-7931 

La Puente Foursquare Church 
Spanish Dep t , 
15017 E. Fairgrove, 91744 

First Southern Baptist
 
Spanish Dep t.
 
California & Fairgrove
 
P. O. Box 326, 91745
 
330-4084
 

LA VERNE 91750 

Irnmanuel Presbyterian Church 
Ave. A & Second Sto 

LONG BEACH 

Asamblea Apostolica 
726 Dawson Ave., 90813 

Fírst Baptist Church 
Spanish Dept. (AB) 
1000 N. Pine Ave., 90813 
432-8447 

Latin American Methodist 
1350 N. Redondo Ave., 90804 

LOS ANGELES 

Boy1e Heights 90033 

Unida Bautista (AB)
 
132 N. Chícago Sto
 
269-5755
 

Ca1vary Baptist Ch. (GARB) 
206 S. Sto Louís Sto 
262-4631 

El Buen Pastor (IP) 
1524 E. P1easant Ave., 90033 
AN 3-0680 

The Church of God of 
Prophecy (P)
 

2446 E. Houston Ave.
 
265-3558
 

(Store Front Church-IP) 
1525 E. Brook1yn 

LOS ANGELES 

Boy1e Heights (Conr , ) 

Boyle Heights Latin Amerícan 
Nazarene 

213 S. Breed 
262-0134 

Bethsaida Tabernaculo (IP) 
1925 E. 1st Sto 
269-6221 

Community House of God (IP) 
2302 E. 2nd Sto 
AN 3-1163 

Míssion Sinai (LACeC)
 
2003 E. Brook1yn Ave.
 
261-9284
 

El Divino Salvador (Pres) 
515 N. Echandia Sto 

Spanish-American S.D.A. 
1825 E. Michigan Ave. 

La Nueva Jerusalén (AG) 
601 N. Echandia Sto 

City Víew Church of God 
2308 City View Ave. 

Central L.A. - Downtown 

Angeles Temple (FSQ)
 
Spanish Dep t ,
 
1100 N. G1enda1e B1vd., 90026
 
484-1100
 

Temple Baptist Church (AS)
 
Spanish Dept. 
427 W. 5th St., 90013 

Bethany Presbyterian Church 
Spanish Dept. 
1629 Griffith Park B1vd. 90026 
664-2176 

Echo Park Methodist Church 
Spanish Dept. 
1226 N. Alvarado, 90026 

Iglesia Pentecosta1 (IP) 
200 N. Mountain View, 90026 
629-2947 
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LOS ANGELES 

Central L.A. (Cont.) 

Fourth Church of the Nazarene 
1602 W. Temple St., 90026
 

Bethe1 Temple (IP)
 
Sp arri sh Dept.
 
1250 Be11evue, 90026
 

Hispana Bautista (AB) 
1700 S. Toberman St., 90015
 
749-4976
 

Temple Methodist (LAM)
 
1575 W. 14th St., 90015
 
385-3361
 

Mision Antioquia (AG) 
1200 S. Kenmore, 90015
 

Iglesia Cristiana Evangelica 
(Evangelical Covenant) 

Spanish Dept. 
8515 S. Francisco St., 90017
 

La Plaza Mexican Methodist (LAM) 
115 E. Sunset, 90012
 
628-5773
 

East Los Angeles 90022
 

First Baptist of East L.A. (AB)
 
1120 S. McDonne11 Sto
 
262-2302
 

El Camino Baptist Ch. (SB)
 
537 S. Sydney Dr.
 

First So. Baptist Ch. 
Spanish Dep t , 

715 S. Brad1ey 
728-4812
 

First Spanish Baptist Ch. (SB) 
601 S. Ferris 
263-6666
 

Iglesia Bautista Fundamental 
(CBA)
 

942 S. Ford B1vd.
 
268-8152
 

LOS ANGELES 

East Los Angeles (Cont.) 

United Methodist Church of 
East L.A.
 

700 S. Gerhart
 
721-8023
 

El Mesias (LAM)
 
4526 E. Brook1yn Ave.
 
268-6003
 

Iglesia Cristiana (Ind) 
543 S. Fetter1y Sto 
263-0505
 

Evangelical Mexican Memorial 
Church (Ind)
 

215 S. Fetter1y Sto
 

Roca de La Eternidad
 
Pentecostes
 

4329 E. Floral Dr. 

Templo El Eden (P)
 
1400 S. Eastern Ave.
 
262-2811
 

Belvedere Church of Cad 
200 N. Humphreys 

La Puerta Abierta (AG)
 
5017 E. 01ympic B1vd.
 
261-8397
 

Mision La Luz (AG) 
739 S. Belden Ave. 

"El Siloe" Asamblea Apostolica 
701 S. Ferris 

Fundamental Bib1e Church (Ind) 
700 S. Hoefner Sto 

"El Siloe" Presbiteriana 
4408 E. Dozier Sto 

El Sereno 90032
 

Immanue1 Baptist (AB)
 
4540 Huntington Dr. Soutb
 
221-0021
 

El Sereno Foursquare Church 
5007 E. Navarro 

LOS ANGELES 

El Sereno (Cont.) 

El Sereno Church of Nazarene 
(Ind)
 

5333 E. Alhambra Ave.
 
221-8412
 

Florence 90001
 

F10rence Baptist (AB)
 
7311 S. Miramonte B1vd.
 
588-0240
 

F10rence Ave. Methodist (LAM) 
1951 E. F10rence Ave. 

El Sendero de La Cruz (AG)
 
6508 S. Ho1mes
 
582-1750
 

Hazard-B~lvedere 90063
 

First Mexican Baptist (AB) 
101 S. Gage Ave. 
264-1928
 

Eastminster Community Pres­
byterian 

3729 E. Brook1yn Ave. 

Templo de Bethe1 (IP) 
510 N. Marianna Sto 
269-7995
 

Iglesia Bautista liLa
 
Resurección (AB)
 

4006 E. Ramboz Dr. 
261-4445
 

Park Vista Baptist (AB)
 
4200 E. Micbigan Ave.
 
268-4604
 

City Terrace Mission (SB) 
3364 E. City Terrace Dr. 
265-4947
 

La Trinidad First Methodist 
(LAM)
 

3565 E. 1st Sto
 
261-2337
 

Latin American Free Methodist 
213 S. Dacotah Sto 
264-0396
 

LOS ANGELES 

Hazard-Be1vedere (Cont.) 

Ejercito de Salvación 
140 N. Eastman Ave. 
P. O. Box 63196
 
263-7577
 

liLa Trinidad" Iglesia 
Fundamental Cristiana (Ind) 

481 S. Indiana 
269-2788
 

City Terrace Methodist (LAM)
 
4018 City Terrace Dr.
 
264-0468
 

Pan-American Foursquare 
420 N. Rowan Ave. 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana de 
City Terrace, Inc. (Ind) 

3246 E. City Terrace Dr. 
264-0476
 

Mission Israel Pentecostes (IP) 
(was, 3425 E. Brook1yn, 
present address unknown) 

El Aposento Alto (AG)
 
3505 E. Micbigan
 
268-4586
 

Iglesia Evangelica Pentecostal 
(LACCC)
 

3501 E. G1eason Sto
 
263-6644
 

Templo de Betbe1 (LACCC)
 
4205 E. Hamme1
 
269-7995
 

Ditman Spanish S.D.A. Church 
203 S. Ditman Ave. 

City Terrace Mennonite Breth­
ren (English service) 

1441 N. Herbert 
262-7804
 

High1and Park 

Highland Park Presbyterian 
Spanish Dept ,
 

115 N. Ave. 53, 90042
 
256-4171
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High1and Park (Cont.) 

Cypress Park Christian Church 
(Discip1es of Christ) 

Spanish Dep t , 

1145 N. Cypress Ave., 90065 

El Principe de Paz (IP)
 
719 N. Cypress Ave., 90065
 
CA 1-3755
 

Hollywood 90028 

First Baptist Church (AH)
 
Spanish Dept.
 
6682 W. Se1ma Ave.
 

First So. Baptist Church (SB) 
Spanish Dept ,
 

1528 N. Wi1ton Place
 
466-9631
 

Linco1n Heights 90031 

Feliz de Linco1n Heights (AB) 
2012 E. Mozart Sto 
225-6702 

Church of the Epiphany 
(Episcopal)
 

2808 Altura
 
222-1322
 

First Mexican Nazarene Church 
124 S. Ave. 22
 
225-8877
 

El Calvario (AG)
 
1943 N. Workman Sto
 

Templo El Gethsemani (FSQ)
 
308 Ave. 17
 
222-0089
 

Iglesia de Cristo 
2500 N. Siche1 Sto
 
221-9260
 

Lincoln Heights Church of Christ 
2451 N. Workman Sto 

Linco1n Heights Spanish (S.D.A.) 
2422 E. Manitou Ave. 

DIMENSION IN HISPANIC LOS ANGELES 

LOS ANGELES 

Linco1n Heights (Cont.) 

Church in the Va11ey (Ind) 
3709 Rolle Sto 
245-3361 

Lugo 90023 

Lorena Baptist (AH) 
1100 S. Lorena Sto 

Bethe1 So. Baptist (SB) 
709 S. Spence 
268-6611 

Boyle Heights Foursquare 
1025 S. Indiana Sto 

Primera Iglesia Bautista
 
Fundamental Mexicana
 
(Ind Bapt)
 

1245 S. Indiana
 
264-2548
 

Bethany Congregational 
(Ind)
 

800 S. Di tman
 
261-6463
 

La Santa Cruz Lutberan 
(Missouri Synod)
 

2747 E. Whittier B1vd.
 
269-7989
 

Belvedere Nazarene Church 
1153 S. Gage Sto 
263-8278 

(Store Front Church-P) 
2733 E. Whittier B1vd. 

Templo de Refugio (LACCC) 
2804 E. Whittier B1vd. 
269-6171 

South Central L.A. 

Church of Christ 
7911 S. Vermont, 90044 
752-8787 

Iglesia Juan 3:16 (IP) 
9616 S. Vermont, 90044 

Appendix III 
LOS ANGELES 

South Central L.A. (Cont.) 

Iglesia Rosa de Saron (IP)
 
8229 S. San Pedro, 90044
 
778-2760
 

Templo Bethe1 de Watts (LACCC) 
10512 S. Wi1mington, 90002 
566-4495 

Iglesia El Salvador (LACCC)
 
1811 E. 41st Sto
 
90058
 

West Central L.A. 

Bethesda Presbyterian 
1075 W. 35th St., 90007 

Central Seventh-Day Adv.
 
Spanish Dept ,
 
650 W. 21st St., 90007 

Grandview So. Baptist (SB)
 
Spanish Dept ,
 
925 S. Grandview, 90006
 

Rosewood Ave. Methodist 
Spanish Dept. (LAM)
 
591 N. New Hampshire Ave.
 
662-1194 90004
 

First Baptist Church (AB)
 
Spanish Dept.
 
760 S. Westmore1and Ave.
 
384-2151 90005
 

West Los Angeles-Mar Vista 

Barrington Ave. Baptist 
Spanish Dept. (AH) 
1903 S. Barrington Ave., 90025 

Nueva Vida Bautista (AB) 
11312 W. Washington B1vd. 90066 

Mar Vista So. Baptist 
Spanish Dept. (SB)
 
11811 Venice B1vd., 90066
 

LYNWOOD 

Capilla "s ínaí." (AG)
 
11820 S. Wright Rd., 90262
 

MAYWOOD 

First Baptist Church (AH) 
Spanish Dep t , 

3759 E. 57th St., 90270 
585-1428 

MONTEBELLO 

First Spanish Baptist Church (~ 

904 W. Oakwood, 90640 
728-2025 

Hontebe110 Free Methodist 
207 N. Montebe11o B1vd., 90640 

Hontebe11o Spanish Ch. of God 
145 S. 4th Sto 

Montebe110 Church of Christ 
2445 W. Via Acosta St., 90640 
721-0031 

NORWALK 

Iglesia "Buenas Nuevas" (AG) 
11910 E. Alondra B1vd., 90650 
697-8280 

Carmenita Baptist Church (CBA) 
P. O. Box 628, 90650 
Claressa St. & Vieudelou Ave. 

PACOIMA 

"El Valle" Baptist Church (AH) 
10705 Te1fair St., 91331 
899-8268 

First Spanish Baptist (AH) 
13131 S. Mercer St., 91331 
833-2457 

First Southern Baptist 
Spanish Mission (SB)
 
14055 S. Van Nuys B1vd., 9133]
 
889-1800
 

Iglesia de Dios (P)
 
13443 S. Van Nuys B1vd., 9133]
 

PASADENA 

Latin American Methodist 
c/o Hartze11 Methodist 
2428 E. Colorado B1vd., 91109 
793-3959 

245-0862 
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PASADENA (Cont.) ROSEMEAD 91770 SAN PEDRO WALNUT 91789 

Mexican Church of the Nazarene 
1141 N. Lincoln Ave., 
794-9268 

Templo Bautista "Sínai ll (SB) 
1740 N. Sierra Bonita Ave. 
796-8934 

POMONA 

Iglesia Congregacional 
Mexicana (UCC)
 

819 S. White Ave., 91766
 
(714) 622-5378 

Templo de La Fe (AG)
 
583 W. 10th St., 91766
 

White Ave. So. Baptist 
Spanish Dep t. 
675 S. White Ave., 91766 

PICO RIVERA 

Pico Rivera Friends Church 
4550 S. Lexington Rd., 90660 
699-6707 
(Eng1ish Service) 

Lirio de los Valles (AG)
 
8247 Whittier B1vd., 90661
 

First Spanish Baptist Ch. (SB) 
9133 Mines Ave., 90660 
692-4863 

Pico Rivera S.D.A. Spanish 
5058 S. Cord Ave., 90660 

Iglesia Bethsaida (LACCC) 
9147 E. Perkins Ave., 90660 

El Buen Samaritano (LACCC)
 
4127 S. Zola St .• 90660
 

Pico Park Methodist Ch. (LAM) 
P. O. Box 508, 90660
 
692-9055
 

Pico Rivera Methodist Ch. (LAM) 
7267 S. Serapis Ave., 90660 
695-4415 

First So. Baptist Church 
Spanish Dept.
 
7878 E. He1Iman Ave.
 
573-5644
 

SAN FERNANDO 91340 

El Mesías United Methodist 
Chur eh (LAN)
 

467 S. Ka1isher Sto
 

San Fernando Nazarene 
1002 Mott Ave.
 
365-1813
 

La Trinidad (AG)
 
1150 O'Me1veny
 

San Fernando Spanish S.D.A. 
508 S. Mac1ay Sto 

SAN GABRIEL 91771 

San Gabriel Unian Church (Iud)
 
Spanish Dept.
 
Las Tunas & Pine Ave.
 
287-0434 

Iglesia Four Square
 
113 E. Mission Dr.
 
728-4580 

First Presbyterian Church
 
219 E. Mission Dr.
 

Iglesia "Be t heL" (LACee) 
708 E. Sunset 

Temple City Spanish S.D.A.
 
5116 N. Rosemead B1vd.
 

SANTA MONICA 90405 

First Baptist Church (AB)
 
Sparri.sh Dept.
 
2601 Pico B1vd.
 

Santa Monica Spanish Mission 
(SB)
 

1520 Pear1 Sto
 
396-7617
 

First Mexican Baptist (AB) 
305 N. Centre St., 90731 
Mai1: P.O. Box 1168, 90733 
833-2457 

Iglesia "Sd.on" (AG) 
555 W. 12th St., 90731 

Asamblea Apostolica 
1009 S. Centre, 90731 

Central Tabernacu10 (LACCC) 
236 N. Mesa St., 90731 

SEPULVEDA 91343 

Pentecostal Christian Assembly 
of Van Nuys, Inc. (IP)
 

9145 Burnet Ave.
 

SOUTH GATE 

Immanuel Baptist Church (SB) 
Spanish Chape1 
10263 S. San Carlos, 90282 
567-2937 

Iglesia Bautista Hispana (BBF) 
3420 E. Ardmore, 90280 
567-0281 

SUN VALLEY 91352 

Spanish Baptist Church (AB) 
11140 W. Saticoy Sto 
765-0705 

SYLMAR 91345 

First Baptist Church (AB)
 
Spanish Dep t .
 
13361 W. G1enoaks B1vd.
 
367-7040
 

TORRANCE 90502 

First Baptist Church (AB)
 
Spanish Dept.
 
2118 W. Carson Sto
 

VAN NUYS 91408 

Van Nuys Spanish S.D.A.
 
15059 Saticoy Ave.
 

First So. Baptist Church 
Spanish Chapel 
19648 Camino De Rosa 
595-3110 

WHITTIER 90606 

Asamblea Apostolica 
5724 S. Esperanza AVe. 

WILMINGTON 90744 

Wilmington Free Methodist 
1021 N. Fries Ave. 

Asamblea Apostolica 
1508 E. Robidoux 

Iglesia Galilea Pentecostal 
(LACCC)
 

1303 E. Mauretania
 

Iglesía Cristiana Puerta 
del Cielo (P) 

(Assemb1ies of Christ Ch. of 
New York) 

1330 E. Mauretania 

Primera Iglesia Bautista (Ind) 
1241 Watson 

Iglesia Cristiana "Roca de 
Salvación" (TP) 

1244 N. Ava10n B1vd. 

Misión Iglesia Crístiana (IP) 
2440 N. Ava10n B1vd. 
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CALIFORNIA
 

ANAREIM·	 SANTA ANA (Cont.) 

Fírst Mexican Baptist Ch. (AB) El Gethsemani (AG)
 
1015 N. Patt St., 92801 3818 W. 5th St., 92703
 

(714) 531-7798Asamblea Apostolica 
1106 N. Homet St., 92801 Asamblea Apostolica 

223 N. Hatpet St., 92703
El Sinai (LAM)
 
2885 W. 8a11 Rd., 92804 El Gethsemani (LAM)
 
(714) 827-7910	 709 W. 6th St., 92702 

Spanish-American S.D.A.
FULLERTON 117 W. McFaddon St., 92702 

El Buen Pastot (AG) (714) 543-6220 
336 E. Ttus10w Ave., 92631 Templo Ca1vatio (AG)
(714) 635-5069 1808 W. 8th St., 92702 
Immanue1 Baptist Chutch (CBA) (714) 776-8004 
c/o Rev. George Boman El Templo	 Sinai (AG)6336 S. Cittus Ave. 

307 E. McFaddon St., 92702Whittiet, 90601 
(Meets at VFW Hall Santa Ana Free Methodist 
1201 W. Commonwea1th St.) 1600 Mytt1e St., 92703 

LA HABRA 90631	 STANTON 90680 

Fitst Mexican Baptist Ch. (AB) La He'rtnos a (AG)
 
612 W. Foutth Sto 10901 S. Beach B1vd.
 

(714) 527-1065 
ORANGE	 92666 

WESTMINSTER 92683Asamblea Apostolica 
537 Pa1m se, First So. Baptist Church 

Spanish Dep t , 
PLACENTIA 92670 7001 Main se, 

Placentia	 Free Methodist 
925 S. Me1tose Ave. 

SANTA ANA 

First Mexican Baptist (AB)
 
5022 W. Hazatd Ave.
 
Santa Ana, 92703
 
(714) 839-0044 
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